
  
 
To:  Mayor Biss and Members of the City Council 
   
From:  Luke Stowe, City Manager  
 
Subject: Weekly City Manager’s Update 
 
Date:  October 16, 2026 
 
STAFF REPORTS BY DEPARTMENT 
 
Weekly Report for October 12, 2026 – October 16, 2026 
  
City Manager’s Office 
Federal Activity Update 
Bids Advertised 
Energy & Water Benchmarking Report 
 
Community Development  
Zoning Report 
Field Inspection Report 
 
Health Department 
Health Department Report 
 
Law Department 
No Report 
 
Parks, Recreation, and Community Services Department 
Events Report 
 
Public Works Agency 
Notification of Vendor Change 
 
Legislative Reading 
NWMC Briefing 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorandum 



STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE COUNCIL & 
MAYORAL APPOINTED BOARDS, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES 
 
 
Monday, October 19, 2026 
5:00 PM:  Special City Council Meeting - CANCELED 
 
Tuesday, October 20, 2026 
6:30 PM: Housing & Community Development 
 
Wednesday, October 21, 2026 
8:30 AM: Healthy Building Technical Committee 
5:00 PM: NU-City Committee 
6:30 PM: Evanston Public Library Board Meeting 
 
Thursday, October 22, 2026 
6:30 PM: Environment Board 
 
Friday, October 23, 2026 
No Meetings 
 
Check the City’s Calendar for updates 
City of Evanston - Calendar 
 
City of Evanston Committee Webpage: 
City of Evanston – Boards, Commissions and Committees 
 

https://cityofevanston.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=23903
https://cityofevanston.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=24219
https://cityofevanston.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=24325
https://cityofevanston.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=24259
https://evanstonlibrary.bibliocommons.com/events/69fb6119703c33630025ce43
https://cityofevanston.civicweb.net/Portal/MeetingInformation.aspx?Id=24302
https://www.cityofevanston.org/calendar.php?view=month&month=03&day=01&year=2026
https://www.cityofevanston.org/calendar.php?view=month&month=03&day=01&year=2026
https://cityofevanston.civicweb.net/portal/
https://cityofevanston.civicweb.net/portal/


 
 
To:​ ​ Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 
From:​ Commander Chelsea Brown 

 
Subject:​ Weekly Federal Activity Update 

Date:​ ​ October 16, 2026 
 

There was no reported federal activity this week.  
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To:   Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 

From:  Hitesh Desai, CFO/ City Treasurer 
Tammi Nunez, Purchasing Manager 

 

Subject:  Bids/ RFPs/ RFQs Advertised during the Week of October 12, 2026 
 

Date:      October 16, 2026 
 

The following is a list of advertised projects and the anticipated date on which each will 
be presented to the Council or Library Board. 
 

Bids/RFPs/RFQs sent during the Week of October 12, 2026 
 

 
 

Bid/RFP/RFQ 
Name  

 
 

Requesting 
Dept. 

 
 
 

Description of Project 

 
 

Budget 
Amount 

 
Bid/RFP/RFQ  

Opening 
Date 

Anticipated 
Council/ 
Library 

Board Date 

 
  

Fleetwood 
Jourdain - 

Interior 
Improvements 

 
 
 

PWA 

The project consists of 
interior improvements to the 
existing Fleetwood-Jourdain 
Community Center, including 
construction of a new 
concrete ramp and built-in 
seating and storage within 
the auditorium, and 
renovation of an existing 
meeting room into an Esports 
Lounge. Work includes 
associated architectural, 
electrical, and finish 
improvements as indicated in 
the Contract Documents. 
Suburban – Pioneer Press 

$200,000 11/17 12/14  
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   Memorandum 
 

To: Luke Stowe, City Manager 

From: Cara Pratt, Chief Sustainability & Resilience Officer; Gabriela Martin; Sustainability & 

Resilience Manager 

Subject: Weekly Energy & Water Benchmarking Report 

Date: October 16, 2026 

 

The City of Evanston’s Benchmarking Ordinance (33-O-16; amended as 1-O-25, the Healthy 

Buildings Ordinance) requires that buildings with a gross floor area above 20,000 square feet 

report their energy and water consumption at an aggregate level every year by June 30th. The 

current compliance rate is 86%. The following 73 buildings have either not submitted 2025 data 

or have submitted incorrect or insufficient data. 

 

Evanston 

Building 

ID Status Address  Ward 

108757 Submission not received 1911 SHERMAN AVENUE 1 

200003 Received but not in compliance 1445 Hinman Ave 1 

200065 Submission not received 722 CLARK STREET 1 

200070 Submission not received 1718 SHERMAN AVENUE 1 

200089 Submission not received 640 COLFAX STREET 1 

100027 Submission not received 2402 MAIN STREET 2 

100126 Received but not in compliance 1215 CHURCH STREET 2 

105023 Submission not received 1834 RIDGE AVENUE 2 

105835 Received but not in compliance 2400 MAIN STREET 2 

109340 Submission not received 2113 GREENLEAF STREET 2 

200010 Submission not received 1720 CHURCH STREET 2 

200011 Submission not received 2422 MAIN STREET 2 

200025 Submission not received 2215 MAIN STREET 2 

200053 Submission not received 2117 GREENLEAF STREET 2 

200055 Submission not received 2306 MAIN STREET 2 

100957 Submission not received 624 SHERIDAN ROAD 3 

102120 Submission not received 817 CHICAGO AVENUE 3 

102203 Submission not received 933 CHICAGO AVENUE 3 

105106 Submission not received 830 HINMAN AVENUE 3 



105688 Submission not received 837 JUDSON AVENUE 3 

106683 Received but not in compliance 545 HINMAN AVENUE 3 

108509 Submission not received 704 HINMAN AVENUE 3 

108593 Submission not received 510 SHERIDAN ROAD 3 

109090 Submission not received 408 LEE STREET 3 

200024 Submission not received 525 KEDZIE STREET 3 

200051 Submission not received 923 HINMAN AVENUE 3 

200086 Submission not received 1207 MICHIGAN AVENUE 3 

102118 Submission not received 1501 SHERMAN AVENUE 4 

103843 Submission not received 901 MAPLE AVENUE 4 

104939 Submission not received 1406 CHICAGO AVENUE 4 

106851 Submission not received 828 DAVIS STREET 4 

107930 Submission not received 622 GROVE STREET 4 

108013 Submission not received 1490 CHICAGO AVENUE 4 

108344 Received but not in compliance 1454 ELMWOOD AVENUE 4 

200023 Submission not received 990 GROVE STREET 4 

200074 Submission not received 805 GREENWOOD STREET 4 

200079 Submission not received 1322 SHERMAN AVENUE 4 

101205 Submission not received 1001 EMERSON STREET 5 

101538 Received but not in compliance 1532 EMERSON STREET 5 

103777 Submission not received 2040 BROWN AVENUE 5 

104112 Received but not in compliance 2156 GREEN BAY ROAD 5 

107513 Submission not received 1615 EMERSON STREET 5 

200030 Submission not received 2119 DEWEY AVENUE 5 

200034 Submission not received 1610 FOSTER STREET 5 

200062 Submission not received 2116 GREEN BAY ROAD 5 

103863 Submission not received 3800 GLENVIEW ROAD 6 

108925 Submission not received 13 CALVIN CIRCLE 6 

200083 Submission not received 2228 CENTRAL STREET 6 

200087 Submission not received 2230 CENTRAL STREET 6 

100045 Received but not in compliance 1620 CENTRAL STREET 7 

103364 Submission not received 2538 GREEN BAY ROAD 7 

103799 Submission not received 2510 ASHLAND AVENUE 7 

100689 Submission not received 415 HOWARD STREET 8 

102286 Received but not in compliance 616 HULL TERRACE 8 

102616 Received but not in compliance 2454 OAKTON STREET 8 

104774 Submission not received 250 RIDGE AVENUE 8 

105357 Submission not received 223 CUSTER AVENUE 8 

106104 Submission not received 2255 HOWARD STREET 8 

109006 Submission not received 114 CALLAN AVENUE 8 

109255 Submission not received 2001 HOWARD STREET 8 



200020 Received but not in compliance 2424 OAKTON STREET 8 

200029 Submission not received 300 FLORENCE AVENUE 8 

200064 Submission not received 122 CALLAN AVENUE 8 

100208 Submission not received 805 SEWARD STREET 9 

100623 Submission not received 500 ASBURY AVENUE 9 

101456 Submission not received 802 ELMWOOD AVENUE 9 

105437 Submission not received 809 SEWARD STREET 9 

105772 Submission not received 727 SEWARD STREET 9 

109321 Submission not received 437 RIDGE AVENUE 9 

109504 Submission not received 1720 MONROE STREET 9 

109671 Submission not received 917 WASHINGTON STREET 9 

200071 Submission not received 609 SOUTH BLVD 9 

200078 Submission not received 721 CUSTER AVENUE 9 

 



Memorandum

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Liz Williams, Planning & Zoning Manager

Subject: Weekly Zoning Report

Date: 10/16/2026

Enclosed is the weekly report of zoning applications received, pending or in review. The
report, organized by ward, includes the property address, zoning district, the type of
application submitted, a description of the project, date received, and current status.

Please contact me at (224) 296-4489 or ewilliams@cityofevanston.org if you have any
questions or need additional information.



Cases Received , Pending, or in Process of Review between: October 8, 2026 to October 14, 2026

Zoning Reviews (Zoning Analysis and Permits)

Ward Property Address Zoning Type Project or Permit Description Received Status
1 2047 Orrington Avenue R1 Building Permit 1-Story Addition 10/13/26 pending staff review

2 942 Brown Avenue R2 Building Permit Carport 05/13/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

2 1265 Hartrey Avenue I2 Zoning Analysis Determination of use for a computer processing
center 09/16/26

pending additional
information from the

applicant

2 1744 Wesley Avenue R1 Building Permit 1-Story Addition 09/15/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

3 1130 Judson Avenue R1 Building Permit Detached Garage 10/14/26 pending staff review

4 1028 Greenleaf R1 Building Permit ADU 06/03/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

4 1104 Dempster Street R3 Building Permit ADU 08/03/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

4 801 Main Street, 908 Sherman
Avenue

B1, R3, oDM
Overlay Zoning Analysis 10/02/26 pending staff review

5 1801 Brown Avenue R3 Building Permit 2nd Story Addition and New ADU 05/13/26 pending staff review

5 1909 Asbury Avenue C2 Building Permit ADU 08/17/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

5 906 Hamlin Street R4a Building Permit ADU 09/09/26 pending revisions from
the applicant

5 908 Hamlin Street R4a Building Permit ADU 09/10/26 pending revisions from
the applicant

5 2540 Cowper Avenue R1 Building Permit Detached Garage 09/15/26 pending revisions from
the applicant

5 1421 Leonard Place R3 Building Permit New Detached Garage 10/08/26 pending staff review

6 2122 Central Park Avenue R1 Building Permit 1-Story Addition 08/31/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

6 2706 Lincoln Street R1 Building Permit Addition to Residence & Garage & New ADU 09/24/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

6 2437 Marcy Avenue R1 Building Permit New Single-Family Home & Garage 10/02/26 pending staff review

6 2612 Payne Street R1 Building Permit New Single-Family Home & Garage 10/07/26 pending staff review

6 2708 Lincolnwood Drive R1 Building Permit 1-story Addition 10/07/26 pending staff review

7 1900 Central Street B1a/oCSC Zoning Analysis Demolition of the existing Chase Bank and
construction of a new Chase Bank 09/22/25

Non-Compliant;
pending additional

information from the
applicant OR future

Planned Development
application.

Pending Landmark
Nomination review by
Historic Preservation

Commission, Continued
to 11/18/26

7 1114 Colfax St R1 Building Permit

Garage

09/23/26

pending additional
information from the

applicant

8 821 Mulford Street R5 Building Permit

New Garage

06/30/26

pending additional
information from the

applicant

8 1208 Mulford Street R2 Building Permit

2-Story Addition

10/13/26

pending staff review

9 1020 Cleveland Street R1 Building Permit 2nd-Story Addition 05/15/26

pending additional
information from the

applicant

Proposal for a City-owned Putting Assets to Work
(PAW) site consisting of one 5-story, 72-unit
mixed use building along Main Street with
ground-floor commercial space and apartments
on the higher floors and 3 townhome buildings
(16 units) with a mixture of for-sale and rental
units. The proposal also includes the preservation
of the existing multifamily building at 908
Sherman Ave.

Pending building permit and zoning analysis reviews older than 6 months where there has not been activity are periodically removed from the zoning report.



Miscellaneous Zoning Cases (Entitlements)

Ward Property Address Zoning Type Project Description Received Status

1 1702 Chicago Avenue R6 Minor Variation Sign variation in order to install a detached sign
encroaching into a front setback 09/29/26 pending staff review

2 900 Clark Street RP Planned Development
New 26-story mixed-use building with ground floor
retail and 360 dwelling units (76 units will be IHO

units)
01/28/25

Pending Future
Planning &

Development
Committee & City

Council Meeting on
10/26/26;

Recommended for
Approval by the Land

Use Commission

2 1100 Dodge Avenue C1 Planned Development

New 19,500 square-foot commercial indoor
recreation facility (MetroSquash) consisting of

squash courts, classrooms, administrative offices,
and 18 onsite surface parking spaces.

08/25/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

3 831 Chicago Avenue C1a Special Use and Major Variation

Special Use to allow a child daycare center within
the existing building and Major Variations to allow
construction of an outdoor play area on the roof of

the building.

07/23/26

Pending Future
Planning &

Development
Committee & City

Council Meeting on
11/09/26;

Recommended for
Approval by the Land

Use Commission

4 1100 Oak Avenue R3 Minor Variation Variation to allow a backup generator to encroach
into a required interior side setback 10/05/26 pending staff review

4 1546 Ridge Avenue R1 Minor Variation Variation to allow a fence to be located within a
front yard 10/05/26 pending staff review

5 810 Hamlin Street R5 Minor Variation Variation to allow a new screened-in porch
exceeding building lot coverage 10/01/26 pending staff review

5 1924-1926 Asbury Avenue R5 Major Variations
Construction of a new 4-story multifamily building
containing six dwelling units and the preservation

of an existing two-flat residence.
10/07/26 pending staff review

7 2603 Sheridan Road OS Unique Adaptive Use & Major
Variation

Unique adaptive reuse for the rehabilitation of the
Harley Clarke Mansion. The proposal includes
interior renovations to the mansion in order to
accommodate a restaurant, ice cream shop, a
speakeasy bar in the basement, and a club room
on the third floor. The restaurant and space could
also be reserved for events. The coach house will
serve as a community education space
supporting Jens Jensen Gardens. A major
variation is also necessary in order to allow the
construction of several new off-street parking
spaces.

09/28/26
pending additional

information from the
applicant

8 301 Callan Avenue (Elks Park) OS Special Use and Text Amendment Special Use to allow Evanston Grows to operate
an urban farm at Elks Park 05/01/26

Pending Future Land
Use Commission

Meeting on 11/11/26

8 301 Callan Avenue (Elks Park) OS Appeal
Appeal of a Certificate of Zoning Compliance
approving an Evanston Grows garden as an

accessory use
05/20/26 ON HOLD
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To:  Luke Stowe, City Manager 
 
From: Ciprian Radoescu, HVAC/Mechanical Inspector 

 

Subject: Weekly Field Inspection Report 

Date:  October 16,  2026 

 

Enclosed is the weekly summary report of field inspections for construction projects 

under special monitoring.  The report includes the ward, property address, type of 

construction, inspector notes, and date received. 

 

Please contact me at cradoescu@cityofevanston.org if you have any questions or need 

additional information. 
 

mailto:cradoescu@cityofevanston.org


Weekly Field Inspection Report 
October 16 , 2026 

Ward Property Address Job Description Construction Type Inspector Notes 

Ward 1 2169 Campus Drive 
24BLDC_0005 

New construction New Construction MEP inspections continue. 
Proper signage, construction 

fence and safety in place. 
Ward 

4 
1012 Church Street 
Northlight Theater 

24BLDC-0004 

Construction of a new two-story theatre New Construction .All final inspections have been 
approved. Applied for FCO 

Ward 1 1621 Chicago 
Avenue 

25BLDC-0005 

NEW CONSTRUCTION OF 11 STORY (110 
dwelling unit) RESIDENTIAL APARTMENT 

BUILDING 

New Construction Construction permit issued. 
Construction fence installed. 

Temporary pedestrian and bike 
lane in place. 

     

Ward 7 1501 Central Street 
24BLDC-0002 

Ryan field New Construction TCO issued for the whole 
stadium. FCO pending approval.  

Ward 
3 

504 South 
Boulevard 

23BLDC-0002 

New 5-story apartment building providing 60 
units 

New Construction MEP inspections continue. 
Vibration monitoring continues. 

Ward 2 1611 Church Street 
24EXTR-0298 

Conversion of existing industrial structure to 8 
residential units plus one ADU 

Remodeling                        
and                                    

New Construction 

MEP inspections 
continue. 

Ward 7 2305 Sheridan Road 
25INTC-0209 

Interior renovation of existing 4 stories with 
basement r-2 dormitory 

Renovation MEP inspections continue. 
Construction fence in place with 

proper signage. 
Ward 

5 
2206 Maple  Avenue      

25BLDC-0003 
New construction of a 5 story/30 unit apartment 

building 
New Construction MEP inspections continue. 

Construction fence in place. 
Ward 

4 
910 Custer Ave            
25BLDC-0002 

Construction of a new five-story 230-unit 
residential multifamily building 

New Construction MEP inspections continue. 
Proper signage, construction 

fence and safety in place. 
Ward 1  605 Davis Street Construction of a new 29-story multi-unit high-

rise. 
New Construction Temporary Construction Fence 

Installed 
Demolition permit issued 



 

 

Memorandum 
 
 
 
 

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 

From: Ike Ogbo, Director, Department of Health & Human 

Services Subject: Food Establishment License Application Weekly Report 

Date: Oct 16, 2026 
 
 

Ward Property Address Business Name Date 
Received 

Current Status 

8 751 Howard St Sabrosura Coffee Bar 1/09/2025 Pending Reviews and Inspections 
8 1717 Howard St Showkey African Cuisine 8/26/2024 Pending Building Permit Application 
8 565 Howard St T.E & Company 8/22/2024 Pending Building Permit Issuance 
4 1310 ½ Chicago Ave Peeled Juice Bar 5/9/2024 Pending new BP, Reviews, Inspections, FCO 
2 2400 Main St. Snowfruit 558 – within 

Food4Less 
9/18/25 Pending FCO 

4 1563 Sherman Ave Giordano’s 11/20/25 Pending Inspections and FCO 
7 2001 Sheridan Rd Jacobs Cafe 1/8/26 Pending Inspections and FCO  
3 825 Chicago Ave. Gertrude Coffee 5/15/26 Pending Inspection and FCO 
1 523 Davis St. Lolo’s Bowl 7/1/26 Pending Inspections and FCO 
6 2945 Central St. Colectivo Coffee Roasters 7/20/26 Pending Inspections and FCO 
3 900 Chicago St. Unit 101 B.U. PANINI & TOAST 8/20/26 Pending Reviews; Inspections; FCO 
2 1824 Crain St. Argos American Bistro 8/25/26 Pending Reviews, Inspections, FCO 
1 1710 Sherman Ave. Talkin Tacos 9/9/26 Pending Reviews, Inspections, FCO 
4 1557 Sherman Ave. Boca Brava 9/18/26 Pending Reviews, Inspections, FCO 
1 1709 Benson Ave. Living Water Tea House 9/24/26 Pending Reviews, Inspections, FCO 
1 1710 Sherman Ave Alleyway Grill 10/01/26 Pending Reviews, Inspections, FCO 

 



 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
To:   Luke Stowe, City Manager 
  
From: Audrey Thompson, Director, Parks and Recreation Department  
 Jeron Dorsey, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Matt Poole, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
 Michael Callahan, Deputy Director, Parks and Recreation Department 
   
Subject: Parks, Recreation and Community Services (PRCS) Department Weekly 

Report (Week of Oct 16 through Oct 24)  
 
Date:   October 16, 2026 
 
 
Please find the weekly report for the PRCS Department. The enclosed provides details 
of upcoming department-sponsored events, city-wide special events with applicable 
permits, and any parks/recreation-related  
 
 
 
PRCS events: 
 

Date Time Event Ward Details 
Oct 17 5:00pm - 

9:00pm 
Zombie Scramble at 
Ladd Arboretum, 
Butler and Twiggs 
Park 

5th 
7th 

A 2-mile course where participants attempt 
and outrun "zombies" and finish the course 
with all their flags intact. 

 
 
 
Special Events with applicable permits/approvals 
 

 Date Time Event Ward Organization Permit Specifics 
Oct 16 - 
Oct 18 

12:00pm - 
11:00pm 

Clarktober Fest at 
Harley Clarke 

7th Celadon 
Construction 
Corp. 

Food, Liquor, 
Loudspeaker 

Oct 17 12:00pm - 
3:00pm 

Rally for Rescues at 
Baker Park 

3rd Paws and Claws 
Rescue Inc. 

Park Use, Loudspeaker, 
Food 

Oct 17 11:00am - 
12:30pm 

No Kings Early Vote 
at School Dist 65 
and McCormick Path 

2nd Indivisible 
Evanston and 
Indivisible Skokie 

Street Closure, 
Loudspeaker 
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Park-Related Updates 
 

Date Location Ward Project Details 
Oct 14 Bent Park 6th Tennis Court Repairs Complete 
Oct 12 Clyde Brummel 8th Playground Closed for Demolition  

  
 
 
Recreation Programs Update: 
 
For the week of October 12 - 18 the department has issued 14 picnic/ fire circle permits 
and 437 hours of athletic field permits. 

 
 
 
Community Services Updates 

● New CARE Responders have completed four weeks of classroom training and 
have three weeks of field training remaining before they begin responding to active 
calls. The remaining field training will provide responders with additional 
opportunities to apply their classroom instruction in real-world settings while 
working alongside experienced CARE Team members. 

● Beginning November 2, CARE Team hours of operation will expand to 8:00 a.m.–
8:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Weekend hours will remain 11:00 a.m.–8:00 
p.m. 

● The expanded weekday schedule will include two CARE teams working 
overlapping shifts. This additional coverage will increase the team's capacity to 
respond to multiple calls simultaneously while also creating more opportunities for 
proactive outreach and community engagement. When not actively responding to 
calls, teams will have greater capacity to engage with community members, 
conduct follow-up outreach, strengthen connections with individuals who may 
benefit from services, and maintain a visible presence in areas where additional 
support may be helpful. 

● The expanded staffing and coverage will allow CARE to continue strengthening its 
balance between responsive crisis intervention and proactive, relationship-based 
community engagement. 
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DIRECTOR’S WEEKLY BRIEFING 
By NWMC Executive Director Mark L. Fowler 

 
 
WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 16, 2026 
 
NWMC Board Formally Supports Eric Palm’s IMRF Board Candidacy, Accepts Audit  
Thank you to the twenty-three members represented at Wednesday night's NWMC Board meeting. The membership 
unanimously accepted the audit report for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2026 as well as a strategy to increase 
member response rates to NWMC Legislative Action Alerts. Members received an update on items to be considered 
during the Generals Assembly’s upcoming veto session, scheduled for November 17-19 and December 1-3. 
 
In other Board action, the membership unanimously approved supporting the candidacy of Hoffman Estates Village 
Manager Eric Palm for the position of Executive Trustee of the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF). 
Beginning in mid-October, authorized agents or governing bodies of IMRF employers will receive ballots to elect 
one Executive Trustee to serve a five-year term from January 1, 2027 to December 31, 2031. Ballots must be returned 
by 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 10. Staff contacts: Mark Fowler, Larry Bury 
 
The Invitations Are Out – RSVP Today for the NWMC Holiday Celebration! 
In lieu of the December NWMC Board meeting, the Conference will again host a complimentary holiday celebration 
for members, legislators and guests. We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, December 9 from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. at the Chateau Ritz, 9100 N. Milwaukee Avenue in Niles. Formal invitations were sent today, so please 
RSVP your attendance to Marina Durso, 847-296-9200, ext. 122 or mdurso@nwmc-cog.org by Monday, November 
30. Staff contact: Marina Durso 
 
Fall NWMC Surplus Vehicle & Equipment Auction a Success!  
Thank you to Bolingbrook, Buffalo Grove, Crete, Glenview, Harvey, Hickory Hills, Lake Bluff, Palatine, Prospect 
Heights, Tinley Park, Wheaton and Woodridge for making the October 13 NWMC Surplus Vehicle & Equipment 
Auction at America’s Auto Auction (America’s AA) in Crestwood a success! Preliminary totals for the 58 units sold 
were $369,300, with $130,900 in sales for NWMC members.  
  
The last live auction of 2026 will be held on Tuesday, December 15. In addition, America’s AA hosts online sales 
on par with other government surplus Internet auctions. For more information, please contact staff or America’s AA 
Sales Executive Manager Kasey Salameh, Kasey.salameh@Americasaa.com, 708-389-4488 (office) or 708-953-
3069 (mobile). Staff contact: Ellen Dayan 
 
Don’t Get Frozen Out this Winter – the SPC Can Help with Road Salt Needs! 
After a major supplier of road salt chose not to submit a bid to the Illinois Department of Central Management this 
summer, several municipalities contacted the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative (SPC) to explore alternative 
suppliers. Thanks to the SPC’s strategic partnership with Sourcewell, we are pleased to advise that their vendor 
Safeware has a solution for regular rock salt (not treated salt).  
 
Each entity will be quoted separately based on their specific need. To order, your entity must be registered with 
Sourcewell, so if you are not already registered, please visit www.sourcewell-mn.gov/register to fill out the brief 
online registration form. End users will receive an official Sourcewell account number and will be eligible to use all 
Sourcewell contracts.  
 
When ordering, please provide point of contact information with name, phone and email. For questions or additional 
information, please contact staff or Safeware Senior Territory Manager Kurt Wilhelm, kwilhelm@safewareinc.com, 
301-683-1234 (office) or 847-505-9089 (cell). Staff contact: Ellen Dayan 
 
CMAP Announces FFY 2028-2032 Call for Projects: STP-Shared Fund, CMAQ and TAP-L  
From the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP): 
Funding will be available for the STP-Shared Fund, CMAQ, and TAP-L fund sources. The biennial call for projects 

mailto:mdurso@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:Kasey.salameh@Americasaa.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.sourcewell-mn.gov%2fregister&c=E,1,PmHbmZFuNr-FleEVLw_wSvenFg6MfIZBxxubH50OxeyB1-20DWGBM8Uc-JF3RxGTqKSR9txxkpCqRwyzh1jnb6_KKg9grLVC0_5WYf3z5A,,&typo=1
mailto:kwilhelm@safewareinc.com
https://cmap.illinois.gov/funding-assistance/transportation-improvement-program/surface-transportation-program/#Who-can-apply-for-the-STP-Shared-Fund?
https://cmap.illinois.gov/funding-assistance/transportation-improvement-program/congestion-mitigation/
https://cmap.illinois.gov/funding-assistance/transportation-improvement-program/transportation-alternatives-program/
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administered by CMAP staff will be open from October 19 through December 18, 2026. Detailed information about 
eligibility, the application process, and FAQs will be available on October 19, 2026 at CMAP’s website.  
 
An informational webinar about the call will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 28 and registration is 
now open. A recording of the presentation will be made available online. Staff contacts: Eric Czarnota, Brian Larson 
 
U.S. Census Bureau Accepting Comments on Proposed Census Changes 
As has been reported by the Illinois Municipal League (IML) and the National League of Cities (NLC), the U.S. 
Census Bureau is accepting public comment on a proposed rule on how the 2030 Census will be conducted. Proposed 
changes include who will be counted for congressional district apportionment, how residency would be determined 
and what demographic information could be collected.  
 
The census count determines your community’s federal representation and is the baseline that states and localities 
use to redraw legislative and council districts. Census data underpins the formulas that distribute hundreds of billions 
of dollars a year in federal and state funding for community priorities, such as community development, 
transportation, housing assistance and education. The NLC and IML have raised the concern that the proposed 
changes could serve as deterrents to an accurate count of all households and individuals served by local government 
operations and services, and their contributions to local economies. 
 
IML submitted comments regarding the proposed rule. The NLC has a template letter available here. The NWMC 
Legislative Committee will consider comments at its meeting later this month. The deadline to submit public 
comments has been extended to Monday, November 2, 2026 (link to submit comments). Staff contact: Chris Staron 
 
MMC to Host Gala at the Obama Presidential Center 
On Saturday, November 14, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (MMC) will hold their annual gala at the Obama 
Presidential Center in Chicago. The event will be held from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. and attendees will “explore the 
Center’s exhibition floors and conclude the evening in the Sky Room with dinner, drinks and conversation 
overlooking the city.” Individual tickets cost $200. To purchase tickets or for more information, please visit the 2026 
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Annual Gala Eventbrite page. Staff contact: Mark Fowler 
 
Metra Releases Systemwide Network Plan Draft Final Report, Solicits Feedback 
Metra has released the Systemwide Network Plan Draft Final Report, soliciting feedback on its blueprint for 
delivering a regional rail system for Chicagoland. The report describes how Metra intends to provide frequent all-
day service on both weekdays and weekends and serve the changing travel markets. The report reviews travel trends, 
the types of service Metra can provide, needed infrastructure and costs, and the near-, mid-, and long-term steps 
necessary to achieve the transition. Read the report in full here. Public comment and organizational comment can be 
provided via Metra’s online survey. Staff contacts: Eric Czarnota, Brian Larson 
 
Cook County Announces Changes to the Invest In Cook Program 
From the Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways: 
The Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways (DoTH) is updating the Invest in Cook grant program 
for 2027 to emphasize traffic safety and accessibility for people with disabilities. While other project types will still 
be eligible for funding, DoTH will place additional priority on awards that improve traffic safety or accessibility in 
the public way. These changes help implement the recently published Cook County Safety Action Plan as well as 
help communities meet their safety and accessibility goals. 
 
Webinar: To learn more about these changes to the Invest in Cook program, please join a webinar on Thursday, Oct. 
29, 2026, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. DoTH will provide more details about the 2027 call for projects. Register Here. 
 
Community Workshops: In preparation for the 2027 Invest in Cook call for projects, DoTH is hosting a limited 
number of workshops with individual communities to help them develop traffic safety project concepts. For 
participating communities, DoTH will help evaluate roadway locations and generate ideas for addressing traffic safety 
risks. Communities will still be responsible for applying for a grant if they elect to do so. Please note that completing 
the request form below does not guarantee placement in a workshop, and participating in a workshop does not 
guarantee award of an Invest in Cook grant. Workshops will be scheduled based on level of interest and resource 
availability. Request a Workshop. 

https://cmap.illinois.gov/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EAxdlaVVQr-l8rdJmmRH5Q
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EAxdlaVVQr-l8rdJmmRH5Q
https://iml.org/page.cfm?key=35836&parent=5715#Updates
https://www.nlc.org/article/2026/09/28/a-new-census-rule-could-reshape-how-your-community-is-counted-heres-what-to-know/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/09/10/2026-18481/decennial-census-of-the-population-of-americans-proposed-residence-criteria-and-proposed-regulations
https://www.iml.org/page.cfm?key=36020
https://nlc.quorum.us/campaign/170324/?_gl=1*dpuj4z*_ga*NzY2NzQzOTc3LjE3NTkxNjI3NjM.*_ga_EN7HNN9E2N*czE3OTIwNzQxMzIkbzEzJGcwJHQxNzkyMDc0MTMyJGo2MCRsMCRoNTA0NjE4NjM5*_fplc*Y0lvMktTOWRCYzN2c1ZsMlFwRkIwYlVRc3JoUlRKSFZmeThTZGFkekElMkJHWmtCdXhGYXpTemlCVjglMkJRUklDZkE4eTE4ZzlFQ1dLYVQ4VFZyJTJGYjIxamxOMndaT0lqYXM5Z2daaEdDU0FEJTJCODlRQlYyY1EwREQxaDd1WVBWV0ElM0QlM0Q.
https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/USBC-2026-0628-0001
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-metropolitan-mayors-caucus-annual-gala-tickets-2000205019056?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-metropolitan-mayors-caucus-annual-gala-tickets-2000205019056?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://assets.metra.com/s3fs-public/2026-10/SNP-DRAFT-Final-Report-October-2026.pdf?VersionId=JNc4vIY7KVqrX8X9.ov8LP0WLYrJDIsH
https://assets.metra.com/s3fs-public/2026-10/SNP-DRAFT-Final-Report-October-2026.pdf?VersionId=JNc4vIY7KVqrX8X9.ov8LP0WLYrJDIsH
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RZBQHFP
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fengage.cmap.illinois.gov%2Fcook%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a116b3ddaf-b5266831-83e2-4331-957c-85d6d23aa2a3-000000/3SIqI7kzAiO5ax3V6WW2w9FBviKOMRjuVM40rhTZ6zg=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fevents.gcc.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2Fcab6a9af-86e6-497f-8435-a8953816378f@8b4d55ae-6db4-4e05-a85c-59d6a256cd6e%3Fsource=copyLinkLegacyShareEventDialog%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a116b3ddaf-b5266831-83e2-4331-957c-85d6d23aa2a3-000000/6neLDt3a-r5sYWBHT63iY-pRcU5WD765XKY0KNaXwME=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid=rlVNi7RtBU6oXFnWolbNblrFdZzwl0tHn2d3WqalZ9dUMTNFUkJURlBLSlA2MU1BSzg2M0haUDNTQi4u%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a116b3ddaf-b5266831-83e2-4331-957c-85d6d23aa2a3-000000/dFsbEaiVzw3pMFWd3C1cN7pFVOLJ6ZcLrYrn6IS7XPE=452
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About Invest in Cook: For the eleventh year in a row, DoTH is making Invest in Cook grants available to local 
governments and agency partners to help prioritize transit and other transportation alternatives, support the region’s 
role as North America’s freight capital, promote equal access to opportunities, maintain and modernize what already 
exists and increase investments in transportation. Invest in Cook helps communities tap into new fund sources and 
accelerates the completion of projects that may have languished. More Information. Staff contacts: Eric Czarnota, 
Brian Larson 
 
MWRD Sets Next Watershed Planning Council Meetings  
From the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD): 
The fourth quarter Watershed Planning Council (WPC) meetings will connect communities with state and federal 
agencies offering grants, partnerships, and technical assistance to support stormwater management planning, design, 
and implementation. The sessions are designed to help WPC members better understand available funding programs, 
application processes, grant management practices, and partnership opportunities. Each meeting will feature a 
different agency and provide an opportunity to hear directly from agency representatives and MWRD staff. Members 
are encouraged to attend any or all of the remaining Q4 meetings:  
 
• October 21 at 6:00 PM: How to apply for an MWRD Stormwater Partnership. Virtual Meeting or attend in 

person at Palos Hills City Hall, 10335 S. Roberts Road, Palos Hills. 
• October 27 at 10:00 AM: Illinois Department of Natural Resources grant offerings and grant management best 

practices, plus MWRD stormwater workshop takeaways. Virtual Meeting 
• October 28 at 11:00 AM: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers grant offerings and guidance on applying for an 

MWRD Stormwater Partnership. Virtual Meeting 
Staff contact: Eric Czarnota 
 
Newsy Items of the Week 
 
Daily Herald: Kane County company plans to build largest battery energy storage system on ComEd’s grid 
 
Daily Herald: ‘Huge improvement’: Underpass construction in southern Lake County set to begin in 2029 
 
Chicago Sun-Times: Public gets first peek at Metra's future battery-powered trains, a North American first 
 
Chicago Tribune: Gov. JB Pritzker says Illinois housing plan likely waits but Bears stadium and data center bills 
alive 

 
WTTW: Changes Are Coming to CTA, Metra and Pace. Hear From the Leaders of Their New Oversight Agency  
 
The Record North Shore: Winnetka dedicates town’s first public mural  
 
Meetings and Events 
 
NWMC Transportation Committee will meet on Thursday, October 22 at 8:30 a.m. at the NWMC office and via 
videoconference. 
 
NWMC Legislative Committee will meet on Wednesday, October 28 at 8:30 a.m. at the NWMC office and via 
videoconference. Please note date change. 
 
NWMC Finance Committee will meet on Wednesday, October 28 at noon via videoconference. Please note date 
change. 
 
NWMC Staff 
 
Mark Fowler    Executive Director    mfowler@nwmc-cog.org 
Larry Bury Deputy Director lbury@nwmc-cog.org 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cookcountyil.gov%2Finvestincook%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101a116b3ddaf-b5266831-83e2-4331-957c-85d6d23aa2a3-000000/omwRC3CZjZAD_woEGBb-e_d92L0BX5QLSv_NSPMQRZ8=452
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fus06web.zoom.us%2fj%2f87069181300%3fpwd%3d8RuVXYCrsyede97srKl4H4xJeQW9En.1&c=E,1,VEqAW8NFtkGNRULnNyv7ZJxks1Ak1hPvYMvAUkEukA6zNKYYf71AbVZDgXN7wEGiW79_ybUdsCZcUI8shXTpVm5H-PwG_yO_dGfYs55IV5A,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fus02web.zoom.us%2fj%2f83611901069%3fpwd%3dnyge7txewSd7XaQCs4t75eas4zodxb.1&c=E,1,F1gnlfE_h88rzmbgEqftBdDeJHgwRCuMlHDnqlhopsKb1sK8kXKhlO3NTZO7GBilDeQv2KudtJdDCxRPABbODJE3Jac5cHp9MtR76vzU&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fus02web.zoom.us%2fj%2f89130310051%3fpwd%3dcSEWoBfhwXcO7SFSaHaUqGFdSV1uRE.1&c=E,1,z1Ch1Xh3mk5a_Noz13aEGF48uqxPjXoRglWhnC19oN1nFo0f1Pg_4_lIDV34FGq5Tj1WYDm5TgfaL87ff8cV0RKg5dB-oUfwNdir2rcshy3R1NJkEwVw7Z2R&typo=1
https://www.dailyherald.com/20261012/news/richardson-electronics-comed-trumpet-companys-battery-storage-system-plans/
https://www.dailyherald.com/20261013/transportation/huge-improvement-underpass-construction-in-southern-lake-county-set-to-begin-in-2029/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/transportation/2026/10/14/metra-battery-powered-train-stadler-lasalle-station
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2026/10/15/pritzker-housing-bears/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/2026/10/15/pritzker-housing-bears/
https://news.wttw.com/2026/10/12/changes-are-coming-cta-metra-and-pace-hear-leaders-their-new-oversight-agency
https://www.therecordnorthshore.org/2026/10/08/winnetka-dedicates-towns-first-public-mural/
mailto:mfowler@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:lbury@nwmc-cog.org
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Eric Czarnota Program Manager for Transportation eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org 
Ellen Dayan, CPPB Purchasing Director edayan@nwmc-cog.org 
Marina Durso Executive Assistant mdurso@nwmc-cog.org 
Brian Larson Program Associate for Transportation blarson@nwmc-cog.org 
Chris Staron Policy Director cstaron@nwmc-cog.org 
   
Phone: 847-296-9200 www.nwmc-cog.org  

 
 

mailto:eczarnota@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:edayan@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:mdurso@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:blarson@nwmc-cog.org
mailto:cstaron@nwmc-cog.org
https://www.nwmc-cog.org/
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